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Best Restaurants

s. Here are your Winners.

ur favorite Shanghai restaurant

Mg, Rachel Platt, Kellie Schmitt, Cristina Mg and Andrea Weang

You voted for yo

By Geoff
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Crystal Jade

Runner up for the past two years, this dim
sum haven finally took home this year's
award with nearly 30 percent of the vote,
edging out its nearest competitor, Lynn, by
19 votes. The Singaporean import has four
locations spread across town in Jing'an,
Xintiandi, Luwan and Xujiahui, with its
Xintiandi location boasting a gorgeous,
award-winning design that packs in expat
and local diners day and night. Bevond the
aesthetics, Crystal Jade also generates near
perfect buzz on the City Weekend website
by pleasing picky Cantonese diners like user
utensils]1977 who gushes, "THIS is the Holy
Grail for all discerning lovers of Chinese
food.” User hunter agrees: "This is one of the
best dim sum places in Shanghai. It's a bit
pricy but sometimes yvou gotta shell out some
dough to get the good stuff” Amen. Prepare
for complex Cantonese soups, tender steamed
fishes, la mian, roast meats, flaky pastries,
surprisingly delicious xiaolonghbao and some
of Shanghai's tastiest dim sum.

Second Place: Lynn Modern Shanghai Cuisine
Editor's Pick: Fu 1088

Chef of the Year
Willy Trullas Moreno

| El Willy is so popular that Willy and his
namesake restaurant have become nearly in-
distinguishable from each other. His trendy
eatery is a go-to spot in town, and his quirky
outfits, welcoming personality, premium
| paellas and inventive tapas have made him
a staple on the Shanghai scene. User robert-
powersiii can't get enough of Willy's cre
ations, raving: “This is the best Spanish food
I've ever eaten!”

Second Place: Paul Pairet |

i Editor's Pick: Stefan Stiller

| Best Brunch
| Le Café (Le Meridien
Sheshan)

launched a new brunch last winter, Big Blue
(check out the blue chocolate water fountaimn).
and they must be doing something right, as
they have picked up 35 percent of the votes
im this fickle, brunch-happy town.

Second Place: Closed Door

Editor's Pick: Le Bistrot All-Day Dining
Restaurant

Best Wine Bar: |
Dr. Wine

This Fumin Lu newcomer took the city by
storm this year. The intimate two-floor space
has dark wood. plush leather and open bottles
wherever you look. Best of all. it has wine at
every price, from budget ¥118 bottles to a
¥45,000 1982 Chateau Lafite, This winning

formula helped them overthrow longrime fa- |
vorite Enateca for this vear's title. User lovesh
posts, "Beautiful decoration, good space, nice |
staff and service. Will be happy to go again!!l®

Second Place: The Fat Olive
Editor's Pick: Enoteca

| | Da Marco
[ |
| | When you want a taste of [taly, vou head o

This extensive, family-friendly brunch is | | this family-friendly chain, which has won

always a great excuse to head to Sheshan, |
especlally come summer time. Le Café |

this category three years running. Their
thin-crust pizzas and huge portions of pasta
are the main draws. User ghostreviewer says:
“The pizza is authentic enough to have me
back and back and back.” And user dekcah
sums it up: “Great Italian restaurant, Won-
derful service, reasonable prices, great ambi-
ance, Can't ask for much more,”

Second Place: Closed Door
| Editor's Pick: [ssimo |
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Mr & Mrs Bund .

Knocking twice-winning institution Jean- |
Georges off the top spot, chef Paul Pairet’s |
hip new restaurant stormed this category,
winning nearly 30 percent of the votes. It's
famed for its vast menu of over 250 classic

| and modern dishes and has over 32 wines by
the glass. As user davidwilliams says: "Every |
| single dish is cooked to perfection, really

impressive!” We recommend the truffle me-
uniére bread.

Gecond Place; Franck

Citta Expresso Club

This coffee chain made big gains this year, |
knocking off twice-defending champion Wa- |
gas with its great specialty coffees, espres-

| |s0s and a solid range of Italian café fare that

includes hearty pasta, hot sandwiches, crisp
salads and creative desserts. All four loca- |
tions are filled with people hunched over |
keyboards or enjoying a quick lunch. It's |
earned rave reviews for everything from its
hot chocolate to its granitas iced coffee,

Second Place: Wagas
Editor's Pick: Amokka Café

s

| Best American
Element Fresh

In a category dominated by burgers, barbecy
and steaks, readers have once again show
that a healthy option isn't necessarily a se{
ond cholee, For the third vear running, thi
chain has won the vote with its fresh, gens
ous salads, breakfast deals and incomparabl
smoothles. Even former skeptic zachary
franklin admits, "After dismissing EF as
| place for vegans, I've done a 180-degree tun
| around with this restaurant. I'm Impressed.”

Second Place: Boxing Cat Brewery
Editor's Pick: New York Style Steak and Burgd

Best Glelal (wisine
M on the Bund

This Bund-side institution continues to
over the stomachs of our notoriously fic
populace. This might have something to
with a consistently relnvented menu featur
fresh seasonal ingredients. M dominated
category with 27 percent of the vote due to
navative global cuisine including suckling
and the highly rated paviova. User jerem
explains: “The suckling pig was fantastic
the crackling was perfectly done! Bravo!”

Serond Place: Laris
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Besl Desserd
hoF

This bustling chocolate-centric dessert lounge

got over 30 percent of the vote in ifs first year, |
cond place, Its high quality |
become knowrn as some |

36 votes ahead of §
sweets have quickl
of the best in Shanghai, drawing rave reviews
from all comers. User juliasha exclalms, "YES!
This is how cake is supposed to be” Other us-
ers rapturously throw around descriptors like
*hliss. heaven' and ‘orgasmic explosion.” We
second the motion.

Second Place: Cristal Restaurant and Bar

| Best Indian

Simply Thai
In the words of user shfoodist, "Simg
Thai has become a Shanghai institutio
| Though voted the best for the second ye
in a row, this year was a close one for
| Thai chain-they won by just four vois
Each of the locations offers something &
ferent, from the Xintiandi spot's des
buffet to the Dongping Lu outlet’s tres
enclosed back patio to the family-friend
| Jingiao venue, but they all offer up the sams
| guality Thai favorites, including a grea
spicy Tom Yum soup.
Second Place: Coconut Paradise Thai Cuisind
Editor's Pick: Naam Thai Restaurant

Kebabs on the Grille

This Cool Docks eatery left competitors |
the dust with a solid 27 percent of the votg
Kebabs gets high marks from readers on §
warm naan, "magic mushroom’ dish and, |
course, the kebabs. It also gets kudaos fral
customers who know their Indian food. Usf

| echhoe. who dined there with Indian frie

writes: *“The food is authentic, and true to
Morthern Indian taste.” User ivy_rao st
“It IS the best Indian restaurant in Shang

Second Place: Bukhara Grill




